
Constitutional Amendments: Making,
Breaking, and Changing Constitutions
Constitutions are the foundation upon which nations are built. They
establish the framework for governance, protect individual rights, and
define the relationship between citizens and the state. However,
constitutions are not static documents; they evolve over time to reflect
changing societal values, technological advancements, and global
challenges.

Constitutional Amendments: Making, Breaking, and
Changing Constitutions by Charles Moscowitz

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 915 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 347 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

Constitutional amendments are the formal mechanisms through which
these changes are made. They can be used to add new provisions to a
constitution, repeal existing ones, or alter the meaning of existing
provisions. The process of amending a constitution varies from country to
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country, but typically involves some form of legislative approval and, in
some cases, ratification by the people.

Making Constitutions

The process of making a constitution is complex and often contentious. It
typically involves a constitutional convention or assembly, which is tasked
with drafting a proposed constitution. This draft is then submitted to the
people for ratification, either through a referendum or a vote by elected
representatives.

There are many factors that can influence the making of a constitution.
These include the historical context, the political climate, and the social and
economic conditions of the country. For example, the United States
Constitution was drafted in 1787 in the midst of a revolution against British
rule. The framers of the Constitution were influenced by the Enlightenment
ideals of natural rights and limited government.

Breaking Constitutions

Constitutions can also be broken. This can happen through a variety of
means, including military coups, revolutions, and judicial coups. When a
constitution is broken, it is typically replaced by a new constitution or a new
form of government.

There are many examples of constitutions being broken throughout history.
For example, the Weimar Constitution of Germany was broken by the
Nazis in 1933. The Nazis established a dictatorship and suspended many
of the civil liberties that were guaranteed by the constitution.

Changing Constitutions



Constitutions can also be changed through the amendment process. This
process is typically more formal than the process of making a constitution,
and it often requires the approval of a supermajority of the legislature and,
in some cases, ratification by the people.

There are many reasons why constitutions are changed. These include
changes in societal values, technological advancements, and global
challenges. For example, the United States Constitution has been
amended 27 times since its ratification in 1789. These amendments have
addressed a wide range of issues, including the abolition of slavery, the
right to vote for women, and the establishment of a federal income tax.

Constitutional amendments are an essential part of the democratic
process. They allow constitutions to evolve over time to reflect changing
societal values, technological advancements, and global challenges.
However, the amendment process should be used with caution, as it can
also be used to undermine the protections that constitutions provide for
individual rights and liberties.

This article has provided a brief overview of the process of making,
breaking, and changing constitutions. For more information, please consult
the resources listed below.

Resources

National Constitution Center

Library of Congress: Comparative Constitutions Project

Britannica: Constitutional Amendment
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The Original Home School: A Journey of Love,
Learning, and Life
In the annals of education, there is no more fascinating or inspiring story
than that of the original home school. It is a tale of love, learning, and...

African American Education in Slavery and
Freedom: The John Hope Franklin Institute
The history of African American education in the United States is a
complex and often painful one. From the days of slavery, when African
Americans were...
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