
The Life, Death, and Legacy of One Laptop
Per Child Infrastructures
The One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) project was an ambitious initiative
launched in 2005 with the goal of providing affordable laptops to children in
developing countries. The project was founded by Nicholas Negroponte
and Seymour Papert, two pioneers in the field of educational technology.
Negroponte believed that providing children with access to laptops would
revolutionize education, while Papert advocated for a constructionist
approach to learning, where children learn by building and creating.

The Charisma Machine: The Life, Death, and Legacy of
One Laptop per Child (Infrastructures) by Morgan G. Ames

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 684 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 638 pages

The XO Laptop

The OLPC project's flagship product was the XO laptop, a rugged and low-
cost laptop designed specifically for children in developing countries. The
XO was designed to be durable, affordable, and easy to use. It featured a
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bright screen, a long battery life, and a number of educational software
programs.

The OLPC Rollout

The OLPC project began its rollout in 2007, with the first laptops being
distributed to children in Peru. The project quickly expanded to other
countries, including Uruguay, Rwanda, and Cambodia. By 2010, over 2
million XO laptops had been distributed to children around the world.

Challenges and Controversies

The OLPC project faced a number of challenges and controversies
throughout its history. One major challenge was the cost of the XO laptop.
Despite being designed to be affordable, the XO was still too expensive for
many families in developing countries. Another challenge was the lack of
infrastructure in many of the countries where the XO was distributed. Many
schools did not have reliable electricity or internet access, which made it
difficult to use the laptops effectively.

There were also concerns about the educational value of the XO laptop.
Some critics argued that the laptops were not being used for educational
purposes, but were instead being used for entertainment or play. Others
argued that the XO was not an effective tool for teaching and learning.

The Death of OLPC

In 2014, the OLPC project officially ended. The project had failed to achieve
its ambitious goals, and it had become clear that the XO laptop was not a
sustainable solution for providing children in developing countries with
access to technology.



The Legacy of OLPC

Despite its failures, the OLPC project had a significant impact on education
and technology. The project helped to raise awareness of the importance of
providing children in developing countries with access to technology. It also
helped to develop new educational software and resources.

The OLPC project also inspired other initiatives to provide children in
developing countries with access to technology. These initiatives include
the Raspberry Pi Foundation, which provides affordable computers to
children in the UK and other countries.

The OLPC project was a bold and ambitious initiative that failed to achieve
its full potential. However, the project's legacy lives on in the many
initiatives that have been inspired by it. The OLPC project helped to raise
awareness of the importance of providing children in developing countries
with access to technology, and it helped to develop new educational
software and resources.
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The Original Home School: A Journey of Love,
Learning, and Life
In the annals of education, there is no more fascinating or inspiring story
than that of the original home school. It is a tale of love, learning, and...

African American Education in Slavery and
Freedom: The John Hope Franklin Institute
The history of African American education in the United States is a
complex and often painful one. From the days of slavery, when African
Americans were...
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