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The Extraordinary Life of an English Outlaw

In the bustling streets of 18th-century England, amidst the teeming masses
and the stark inequalities of society, emerged a figure who would forever
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leave an imprint on the annals of history: Bampfylde Moore Carew, the self-
proclaimed King of the Beggars. His life, a whirlwind of adventure, audacity,
and social commentary, has captivated generations and remains a
testament to the indomitable spirit that can flourish even in the most
adverse of circumstances.

Born into a life of privilege in 1693, Bampfylde Moore Carew's early years
were marked by comfort and wealth. However, a series of misfortunes,
including the loss of his father and the mismanagement of his inheritance,
plunged him into a world of poverty and despair. Rather than succumb to
his fate, Carew embraced his new circumstances with a mix of wit,
ingenuity, and a dash of roguishness.
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Inspired by the tales of Robin Hood, Carew resolved to become a
"gentleman" beggar, operating within the fringes of society but adhering to
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a strict code of honor and generosity. He formed a close-knit band of
followers, known as the "Gypsies," who roamed the countryside, begging
and pilfering, while also providing aid to those in need.

Carew's charisma and the sheer audacity of his enterprise earned him both
notoriety and a begrudging respect among the general population. He
dined with lords and ladies, disguised himself as a wealthy gentleman, and
even managed to outwit the authorities on numerous occasions. His
exploits became the stuff of legend, recounted in ballads, pamphlets, and
even a stage play.

But beyond the swashbuckling adventures, Carew's life offers a valuable
glimpse into the underbelly of 18th-century English society. He witnessed
firsthand the harsh realities of poverty and the often-brutal treatment of the
poor by the authorities. His memoir, "The Life and Adventures of
Bampfylde-Moore Carew," provides a unique social commentary, shedding
light on the plight of the marginalized and challenging the prevailing notions
of class and privilege.

Carew's legacy extends far beyond his lifetime. He became a symbol of
rebellion against societal norms, a champion of the underdog, and an
inspiration for countless individuals who have dared to forge their own
paths in the face of adversity. His adventures continue to be celebrated in
literature, film, and television, ensuring that the tale of the King of the
Beggars will continue to captivate and entertain for generations to come.

A Literary Gem: Delving into Carew's First-Hand Account

For those seeking a firsthand account of Bampfylde Moore Carew's
extraordinary life, his memoir, "The Life and Adventures of Bampfylde-



Moore Carew," is an indispensable read. Originally published in 1745, the
memoir offers a raw and unvarnished look into Carew's world, from his
early days as a privileged youth to his adventures as the King of the
Beggars.

Carew's writing is vivid and engaging, capturing the sights, sounds, and
smells of 18th-century England. He recounts his encounters with
highwaymen, gypsies, lords, and ladies, providing a fascinating glimpse
into the diverse social strata of the time. His descriptions of the harsh
realities of poverty and the often-arbitrary nature of justice are both
poignant and thought-provoking.

But beyond its historical value, Carew's memoir is also a compelling human
story. It is a tale of resilience, resourcefulness, and the indomitable spirit
that can triumph over adversity. Carew's journey is one of self-discovery
and redemption, as he learns to embrace his own identity and forge his
own path in a world that often seeks to define individuals by their social
status.

"The Life and Adventures of Bampfylde-Moore Carew" has been praised by
literary critics for its authenticity, its humor, and its insights into 18th-century
English society. It remains a valuable historical document, a captivating
adventure story, and a timeless testament to the power of the human spirit.

Exploring the King of the Beggars in Popular Culture

The legend of Bampfylde Moore Carew has endured through the centuries,
inspiring countless works of art, literature, and popular culture. He has
been portrayed in films, television series, and even a ballet. His story has



been adapted into plays, novels, and short stories, each offering a unique
interpretation of his life and legacy.

In 1982, the BBC produced a four-part television series titled "The King of
the Beggars," which starred Peter Vaughan as Carew. The series follows
Carew's adventures as he roams the countryside, encountering a cast of
colorful characters and challenging the social norms of his time.

Carew has also been featured in several films, including "The Beggar's
Opera" (1953) and "Captain Blood" (1935). In these films, he is portrayed
as a charismatic and resourceful outlaw, whose wit and cunning often
outmatch the authorities who pursue him.

In literature, Carew has been the subject of numerous novels and short
stories. R.D. Blackmore's 1869 novel "Lorna Doone" features a character
based on Carew named John Ridd, a humble farmer who becomes a
legendary outlaw. More recently, Carew appears as a character in Susanna
Clarke's 2004 novel "Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell," a fantasy tale set in
19th-century England.

Carew's legacy continues to resonate in popular culture, inspiring
contemporary artists and performers. In 2019, the British folk band The
Unthanks released an album titled "Bampfylde," which explores Carew's life
and adventures through a collection of haunting and evocative songs.

Bampfylde Moore Carew: A Complex and Enduring Legacy

Bampfylde Moore Carew was a complex and multifaceted figure, whose
legacy continues to be debated and interpreted to this day. Some see him
as a charismatic outlaw, a Robin Hood-like figure who defied the social



norms of his time and championed the cause of the poor. Others view him
as a cunning criminal, whose actions, while entertaining, ultimately
perpetuated a cycle of poverty and dependency.

Regardless of one's perspective, there is no denying the enduring
fascination with Bampfylde Moore Carew. His life is a testament to the
resilience and resourcefulness of the human spirit, his adventures are a
thrilling tale of derring-do, and his social commentary remains relevant
today.

Bampfylde Moore Carew, the King of the Beggars, left an indelible mark on
English history and popular culture. His legacy is a complex and enduring
one, inviting us to explore the boundaries of social norms, to challenge the
status quo, and to celebrate the enduring power of the human spirit.

In the tapestry of history, Bampfylde Moore Carew stands as a vibrant and
enigmatic figure, a symbol of both the best and worst of humanity. His story
is a timeless tale of adventure, rebellion, and the indomitable spirit that
resides within us all.
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