
Unveiling the Hidden Gem: Francis Scott
Fitzgerald's "The Sensible Thing"

In an era dominated by "The Great Gatsby" and "Tender Is the Night," one
of Francis Scott Fitzgerald's most captivating novels remains largely
undiscovered: "The Sensible Thing." Published in 1924, this hidden gem
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offers a poignant and profound exploration of the complexities of love, loss,
and the pursuit of dreams.
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Plot Overview

The novel follows the story of John Tracy, a young and ambitious engineer,
who finds himself at a crossroads in his life. Having achieved success in his
career, he yearns for something more meaningful, a sense of purpose that
eludes him.

His quest leads him to a fateful encounter with Marcia Blaine, a beautiful
and enigmatic woman who captivates him with her intelligence, wit, and
adventurous spirit. As they embark on a passionate love affair, John
discovers a new depth of feeling and a longing for a future filled with love
and happiness.

Themes and Motifs

The Conflict between Reason and Sentiment
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A central theme in "The Sensible Thing" is the struggle between the
dictates of reason and the impulses of the heart. John, a man of logic and
practicality, finds himself torn between his desire for stability and his
yearning for an unpredictable life with Marcia.

The Importance of Dreams and Aspiration

The novel also places great emphasis on the pursuit of dreams and
aspirations. Through John's journey, Fitzgerald explores the transformative
power of believing in oneself and the courage to take risks in the pursuit of
a fulfilling life.

The Nature of Love and Loss

Love is a pervasive force in "The Sensible Thing," both in its intoxicating
heights and its devastating lows. Fitzgerald captures the complexities of
romantic relationships, from the initial spark to the bitter heartbreak that can
come with loss.

Literary Analysis

Fitzgerald's writing in "The Sensible Thing" is characteristically exquisite.
His prose is lyrical and evocative, immersing the reader in the emotional
landscape of his characters.

The novel is structured in a non-linear fashion, with flashbacks and
flashforwards that reveal the characters' past and shape their present
decisions. This technique allows Fitzgerald to delve into the complexities of
their thoughts and motivations.

Reception and Legacy



Despite its literary brilliance, "The Sensible Thing" has received less
attention than some of Fitzgerald's other works. However, it has gradually
gained recognition as a hidden gem among literary enthusiasts.

"The Sensible Thing" is an essential read for anyone interested in classic
American literature. It is a novel of love, loss, and the pursuit of dreams, a
timeless tale that resonates deeply with readers of all generations.

Rediscover the beauty of this hidden masterpiece and experience the
captivating world of Francis Scott Fitzgerald's literary genius.
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The Original Home School: A Journey of Love,
Learning, and Life
In the annals of education, there is no more fascinating or inspiring story
than that of the original home school. It is a tale of love, learning, and...

African American Education in Slavery and
Freedom: The John Hope Franklin Institute
The history of African American education in the United States is a
complex and often painful one. From the days of slavery, when African
Americans were...
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